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WEEK1

L’importantedelalangueFrancaiseauNigeria.

TheneedforFrenchlanguageinNigeriaorthereasonswhyFrenchshouldbetaughtin

NigerianSchools,havebeenwidelyandsufficientlydiscussedinverymanycircles.

Buttoday,Iam awareandconvincedthatverymanyNigerians(eventeachersandother

highlyeducateduniversitylecturers,professorsoflanguagese.t.c)arestillignorantofthe

importanceofFrenchinNigeria,orofitsusefulnessasaninternationallanguage.

Thereisnodoubtalsothatmanystudentswhoarebeginnersandencounteringthesubject

forthefirsttimeoftendonotknowmuchabouttheusefulnessofFrenchlanguagetothem

inparticularandtoNigeriaingeneral.TheNigerianGovernmentknowsbestaboutthe

usefulnessofFrenchlanguageandhenceshehasalwayspaidthegreatestattentiontoits

teachingthantheteachingofanyotherforeignlanguage(apartfrom English).Today,the

NigeriaGovernmentregardsFrenchnexttoEnglishasthemostimportantforeignlanguage



tobetaughtinourSchools.ForexamplesheselectedandapprovedFrenchastheonly

foreignlanguagetobetaughtalongwithEnglishinoursecondarySchools.

Frenchisalsotaughtinoursecondaryschools.Frenchisalsotaughtinalmostallthe

collegesofeducationanduniversitiesinNigeria.Itisinfurtheranceofthispolicythatthe

GovernmentestablishedsomeyearsagoaFrenchlanguagevillageinBadagry.

Thisistocaterforthelearningneedsofstudentswhowouldordinarilyhavehadtogo

abroadforthemandatorytotalexposuretoFrenchforstudentsmajoringinthesubjectin

Nigerianhigherinstitutions.

HOW FRENCHBECAMETHESECONDINTERNATIONALLANGUAGEUSEDINNIGERIA.

WhilethelearninganduseoftheEnglishlangugewasimposedonNigerians,thelearning

anduseofFrenchwasneverimposedonthem byanypower.TheNigerianGovernment

choseitinabsoluteliberty;forseeingthatknowledgeofthelanguagewouldhelpagreat

dealtoachievehereconomic,commercial,politicalandcultural.

THEGEOGRAPHICALPOSITIONOFNIGERIA

NigeriaisimmediatelysurroundedbyfourFrancophonecountries.TheseareCameroon

(East),RepublicofBenin(West),Chad(North-East)andRepublicofNiger(North-West).To

communicatewiththeimmediateneighboringcountries,Nigeriaseesherselfhighly

committedtolearnandusetheFrenchlanguage.Sheneedsitalsotocommunicatewith

thelargenumberofotherFrancophonecountriesinAfricaandtheworldover.

Today,Nigeriaderivesalotofbenefitsfrom thescientific,technological,politicale.t


