
SS1 THIRD TERM LITERATURE IN ENGLISH E-NOTE 

 

1. Revision of last term’s work 
a. Genres of Literature: Drama, Prose and Poetry 
b. Figures of Speech 

2. Introduction of African Prose 
One of the following texts shall be studied in the class 

i. Buchi Emecheta: Second Class Citizens 
ii. Alex Agyel – Agyiri: Unexpected Joy At Dawn (2018 Edition) 
a. Textual and Authorial background. 
b. Plot summary of either prose listed above 
c. Setting and style of the either prose listed above 

3. Meticulous study and analysis of Chapters 1 – 3 of Second Class Citizen  

OR Part I - Chapters 1 – 11 of Unexpected Joy At Dawn. 

4. Meticulous study and analysis of Chapters4 - 6 of Second Class Citizen  

OR Chapters 12 – 21 of Unexpected Joy At Dawn. 

5. Meticulous study and analysis of Chapters 7 – 9 of Second Class Citizen  

OR Part II - Chapters 1 –8 of Unexpected Joy At Dawn. 

6. Meticulous study and analysis of Chapters 10 – 11 of Second Class Citizen  

OR Chapters 9 - 16 of Unexpected Joy At Dawn. 

7. MID-TERM BREAK 

8. Meticulous study and analysis of Chapters12 - 13 of Second Class Citizen  

OR Chapters 17 –23 of Unexpected Joy At Dawn 

9. Characterisation, characters, roles, significance/ importance to the 
development of the plot of the text. Second Class Citizen OR Unexpected Joy at 
Dawn. 
NOTE: 
Roles played by each character in either novel must be emphasized. 



10. Themes of either Prose listed above 
Style, Language / Diction and Narrative Techniques of either prose listed above 
Second Class Citizen: 
i. Marriage without love. 
ii. A successful marriage is a reciprocal relationship 
iii. Stubborn female 
iv. Feminist temper 
v. Irresponsible husbandhood 
vi. The concept of Second Class Citizen e.t.c 

 

11. Introduction to African Poems 
‘Black Woman’ by Leopold Sedar Senghor 
a. Themes and Content Analysis of Black Woman 
b. Poetic Devices of ‘Black Woman’ 

12. Revision 

13 Examination 

 

 

 

WEEK 1 

A figure of speech is a word or phrase using figurative language—language that 
has other meaning than its normal definition. In other words, figures of speeches 
rely on implied or suggested meaning, rather than a dictionary definition.  We 
express and develop them through hundreds of different rhetorical techniques, 
from specific types like metaphors and similes, to more general forms 
like sarcasm and slang. 
 

Figures of speech make up a huge portion of the English language, making it more 
creative, more expressive, and just more interesting! Many have been around for 
hundreds of years—some even thousands—and more are added to our language 
essentially every day. This article will focus on a few key forms of figures of 
speech, but remember, the types are nearly endless! 



 

Hyperbole 

Hyperbole is a figure of speech that utilizes extreme exaggeration to emphasize a 
certain quality or feature. 

 I have a million things to do. 
 This suitcase weighs a ton. 
 This room is an ice-box. 
 I’ll die if he doesn’t ask me on a date. 
 I’m too poor to pay attention. 

Understatement 

Understatement is a figure of speech that invokes less emotion than would be 
expected in reaction to something. This downplaying of reaction is a surprise for 
the reader and generally has the effect of showing irony. 

 I heard she has cancer, but it’s not a big deal. 
 Joe got his dream job, so that’s not too bad. 
 Sue won the lottery, so she’s a bit excited. 
 That condemned house just needs a coat of paint. 
 The hurricane brought a couple of rain showers with it. 

Paradox 

A paradox is a figure of speech that appears to be self-contradictory but actually 
reveals something truthful. 

 You have to spend money to save it. 
 What I’ve learned is that I know nothing. 
 You have to be cruel to be kind. 
 Things get worse before they get better. 
 The only rule is to ignore all rules. 

Pun 



A pun is a figure of speech that contains a “play” on words, such as using words 
that mean one thing to mean something else or words that sound alike in as a 
means of changing meaning. 

 A sleeping bull is called a bull-dozer. 
 Baseball players eat on home plates. 
 Polar bears vote at the North Poll. 
 Fish are smart because they travel in schools. 
 One bear told another that life without them would be grizzly. 

Oxymoron 

An oxymoron is a figure of speech that connects two opposing ideas, usually in 
two-word phrases, to create a contradictory effect. 

 open secret 
 Alone together 
 true lies 
 controlled chaos 
 pretty ugly 

Simile 

Simile is a figure of speech in which two dissimilar things are compared to each 
other using the terms “like” or “as.” 

 She’s as pretty as a picture. 
 I’m pleased as punch. 
 He’s strong like an ox. 
 You are sly like a fox. 
 I’m happy as a clam. 

Metaphor 

A metaphor is a figure of speech that compares two different things without the 
use of the terms “like” or “as.” 

 He is a fish out of water. 
 She is a star in the sky. 



 My grandchildren are the flowers of my garden. 
 That story is music to my ears. 
 Your words are a broken record. 

Euphemism 

Euphemism is a figure of speech that refers to figurative language designed to 
replace words or phrases that would otherwise be considered harsh, impolite, or 
unpleasant. 

 Last night, Joe’s grandfather passed away (died). 
 She was starting to feel over the hill (old). 
 Young adults are curious about the birds and bees (sex). 
 I need to powder my nose (go to the bathroom). 
 Our company has decided to let you go (fire you). 

Personification 

Personification is a figure of speech that attributes human characteristics to 
something that is not human. 

 I heard the wind whistling. 
 The water danced across my window. 
 My dog is telling me to start dinner. 
 The moon is smiling at me. 
 Her alarm hummed in the background. 

Symbolism is a literary device that refers to the use of symbols in a literary work. 
A symbol is something that stands for or suggests something else; it represents 
something beyond literal meaning. In literature, a symbol can be a word, object, 
action, character, or concept that embodies and evokes a range of additional 
meaning and significance. 

For example, in his poem “Fire and Ice,” Robert Frost utilizes symbolism to 
indicate to readers how the world may be destroyed: 

Some say the world will end in fire, 
Some say in ice. 
From what I’ve tasted of desire 



I hold with those who favor fire. 
But if it had to perish twice, 
I think I know enough of hate 
To say that for destruction ice 
Is also great 
And would suffice. 

In the poem, fire symbolizes destructive and consuming emotions such as 
jealousy, desire for power, anger, and impulsivity. Ice, in the poem, symbolizes 
destructive and withholding emotions such as hate, indifference, loneliness, and 
isolation. Of course, the poet indicates to the reader that the literal meanings of 
fire and ice make them capable of destroying and ending the world. However, it’s 
the symbolism of fire and ice that enhances the meaning and significance of the 
poem. 
 

Common Examples of Symbolism in Everyday Life 

 rainbow–symbolizes hope and promise 
 red rose–symbolizes love and romance 
 four-leaf clover–symbolizes good luck or fortune 
 wedding ring–symbolizes commitment and matrimony 
 red, white, blue–symbolizes American patriotism 
 green traffic light–symbolizes “go” or proceed 
 tree blossoms–symbolize spring season 

Assonance is a literary device in which the repetition of similar vowel sounds 
takes place in two or more words in proximity to each other within a line of 
poetry or prose.  

 

Examples 

 Keep your eyes on the prize 
 Lean, mean, fighting machine 
 Goodnight, sleep tight, don’t let the bedbugs bite 

Reference Material 



Literary Devices Editors. (2013). Retrieved November 4, 2014, 
from http://literarydevices.net/metaphor/ 

 

WEEK 2 

SECOND CLASS CITIZEN by Buchi Emecheta 

 

A. Textual and Authorial background 
 

Buchi Emecheta is one….  
 


